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Auckland, to adopt another course of action, the wrong-headed-
ness of which was only equalled by its unrighteousness. The
existing Amir at Cabul, Dost Mahomed, having declined to
accede to our first tentative overtures for alliance, it was decided
to supplant him by another claimant to the throne, one Shah
Sooja, who had previously held and lost it, and had since
proved in several unsuccessful attempts his inability to regain
it without outside assistance. He was therefore a convenient
tool in our hands ; the Sikhs of the Punjab, inveterate foes of
the Afghans, were persuaded to join us in the iniquitous
attempt to force a discredited prince on a reluctant people; and
the original design, which had at first involved merely the
assistance of Shah Sooja with money, arms and officers to
train his levies, had swollen by the autumn of 1838 to a large-
scale invasion of Afghanistan by British and Sikh forces, on
grounds which, even as stated by the aggressors, could only be
regarded as of the flimsiest order.
The plan of campaign, as finally drawn up, involved the
advance of a large British force, drawn from the Bengal and
Bombay armies, and concentrated on the lower Indus, in the
nominally friendly territory of the Ameers of Sind, via the
Bolan Pass and Quetta, on Candahar and Cabul, while a Sikh
contingent was to force the Khyber Pass and co-operate against
the Afghan capital. Shah Sooja's corps was to move with the
British, who, as soon as they had set him upon the throne and
effected the relief of Herat, were to evacuate the country and
leave him to fend for himself. While the concentration of the
" Army of the Indus " was still in process of completion,
however, news arrived that the Persians had raised the siege of
Herat and were retiring to their own country, thus removing
every shred of real justification from the expedition. The
Governor-General, however, felt that matters had gone too far
to allow of its abandonment, and confined himself to reducing
by about one-third the force originally destined to take part in
it. By the end of 1838 the Bengal contingent, numbering, with
Shah Sooja's motley army, 15,000 men, were assembled around
Shikarpore, on the west bank of the Indus, while the Bombay
troops, 5000 strong, had effected their landing at the mouth of
that river ; but further delays were still to occur before thfe
campaign could be opened, owing to the hostility of the Ameers
of Sind, who objected—with good reason—to our troops
battening on their country, as being contrary to a treaty con-
cluded with them some years before, and by obstructive tactics
and even by open opposition strove to throw every possible
obstacle in our way. They were eventually overawed by a
display of force, and by February 1839, although the Bombay

